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COUNSEL; Members of the Commission may I ask you}?o sit this morming.
CHATRMAN: Yes you maye

COUNS:L: TYesterday you ended where the Policeman opened the door, and
you were able to pass througie Is that right?

MRS. GOPI3: Yes Sir, that is at the Madcenzie Police Station.
COUNSEL: How did you complain about this story first to anyone of the

32 men who were there.
MRS. GOPIZE Yes Sir, Mr. Decnarine Singh's father,
A oko— -
COUNSEE: You complained about this incident whet—happenedto—you—about
Policeman Brown to Mr. Deonarine Singh's father,
MRS. GOPIE: Ygs sir.
COUNSEL: What he advised you to ‘do.

MRS. GOPIE: He told me to go and speak to Mr. Hotbs,.

- BOUNSEL: Dé%s§ou see him here in court.

MRS. GOPIE: Yes sir,. C W AO{ML‘(’W"( )

COUNSEL: Did you tell Mr., Hobbs what Constable Brown had done té yo1 wher.
you went to his room.

MRS. GOPIE: Yes. sir, but I didn't quite finish telling him, when he said

get out of here. 7You hadn't any right to get soldiers to get your things,

——

because he asked if I had already given a statement concerning the worries
with my husband, and I told him yes.

COUNSEL: Do I understand &ou to say or suggest My, Hobbs was annoyed
because of the statement. x

MRS. GOPIE: Yes sire. The soldiers gﬁéﬁ%ﬁEﬂ;L;;_;o the various places

and people”s homes in finding my things.

COUNSEL: Well then, after this incident you came back to GeOrgetown.

MRS. GOPIE} Yes sir, the next morning.,

COUNSEL: Now you realise that when you were sworn in yesterday and took
the oath in that box, all that you have said is the truth and you have

not exaggerated or ove?gtated anythinge

MRS, GOPIE: No sir, it 18 notaing but the truth
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MR. SHEPPARD: Before I explain my position with regards to your

witness and other witnesses, may I say that a map was mentioned yesterday

o - NIl
which has been handed to me. It has no caption and it is a tracing pre-
‘N A

pared I think by the Army. The map has markings which I think would be

helpful to the Commission. As regards this witness and two others, I must
wuo -
admit that I samtaken aback by the statement concerming the manhandling

of the baby child and other incidents regsrding the Police. It is equally
difficult for me to cpoeS-eramine this witness as it was in respect of the

one yesterday. I would now strongly urge that when the statements are
¥ b qd«rv—&t‘
made involving policemen that I be given copies of tha statements so that

I may receive instructions.

MR. CARTER: Mr. Chairman what I am entirely concerned withcgost of these
witnessesew I see now thete will be a lot of time lag. if this continues
and Mr. Shepherd does not know what is coming. You know Sir, usually in
crininal matterszso much of this evidence is almost like evidence in
criminal casegamd that you might have some idea of what is coming, so

that you can cross examine from instructions before hand. The main

feature.is to see if you can expedite these proceedings.

CHATRMAN: Mr.Singh can possibly show you his copy of the statement to

Mr. Shepherd,
fgs

MR. CARTER: Mr. Singh can show his statement to Mr. Shepherd not

o
necessarily to me, because I ﬁfuld not cross examine witnesses,a day
heg— : . . o
or two befere, so<ha¥le can get proper instructions, otherwise it would

mean hearing of a witness when there is no pissibility of erose examining

Nealbo — oL
until instructions.are given to Mr. Shepherd and-if-—possibi waste??ﬁlot

of time. I—danLt-eeeSEf Mr. Shepherd is going to be shown Mr.Sugrim
Singh's statement.I see no objection for Mr. Sugrim Singh to sece
Mr. Shepherd‘’s statement, beﬂe&seAQJnmmer of these things seem surprising

Q-sk
to me and he has got no inssruetions on it, Enﬁhé would not be able *o
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Singh that this is not a prosecution this is an examination 1n€whlch
—Al

everyone=who\1s trying to arrive at the truth,_sothet if Mr. Sugrim
peras e

Singh has statementain his dieposal j# possibly a day or two before

he cap give ¥Mr, Shepherd and we would =21l get through faster.
COUNSZLys Members of the Commission I appreciate the difiiculties and the
disadvantages of my learned friend Mr. Shepherd in these matters. He has
made two suggestions to overcome this difficulty and I would co—operate
with him in facilitating the work offhis commission. M; Aifficulty is
that we have some statemants but have not made copies of them. And I would
ask for some time to have those copies ready,and fhs have had ou.selves +0

shlan

advertise as he must observedin the newspapers that they argqéOmingih.As
a matter of fact Mrs. Gopie is one of the new comers. In future before I
put in a witness in the box, I shall see to it that I pass a copy of the
statement to my learned friend Mr. Shepherd. I camnot do so immediately
but I will do so as soon az the copy is ready so as to give you time to
study that statement. But at the moment I do not know what to do with
three previous witnesses who have made statements;Fhat isJéé%?Nohamed

Alimg Khan, and this‘yitness who have so far as I e=n recollect civen

some evidence against the police and securi*; “orces. They could be asked
2 T E— T

to come back another day to be cagséle%_“lfigiffifbr Mrs. Alime Khen

she ATied to make a report but nobody took it down. I would rzcall here

when she gave evidence concerning the death of her chiig;l I am taking

hat Mrs. Shirley Mohamed was the most startling witness for yesterday e

. i
_:g&f§§§?§;;;;;;;i°ns and I may ask = I certainly shall try to crogS-examine her
—/

.,_ol

LY

again. Mrs. Gopie equally has made some alarming accusations and I have
no instructions this morning that are worthwhile. I should leave it for

the time and cross-examlne her agaln on proper instructions. i
ébléﬂxh

\an e—s MwP‘MLW —— ot«.ﬂ7 Curm— Stdeg

COUESEL+—¥hat Tgyour Tuli-name?
meeemy —Reophilug - Lams
COUNS#L: Mr, Lam you are residing at Wismar at the moment.

Nieodomls | Yoo gizs,
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COUNSZL: What lot?
MR. LAM: 16 Christianburg Demerara. RA\-e~ -
COUNSEL: You are a businessman up there.
MR. LAM: Yes sir.
COUNSEL: During the disturbances your property was destroyed and the
looters broke thelrindows.
MR. LAM: On 23rd May about nine o'clock one Mr. Toolsie Pgrsaud's foreman
of the grant came into my hotel. He asked me to prepare two rooms for
four men and Mr. Toolsie himself. They asked for supper which I.did not
have at the time. Tn?y went to a restaurant and they stayed therc a very
long time and then returned around 10.30 p.m. When they came in _to my
Hotel Bar there were two Indians one with a burn on his shoulder and the
other one was also burnt with acid. Well I became suspicious and I wanted
to know what really was the sst up at that moment. At about 10.55 Pdﬂ.
I went on to the Main Road, anéﬂzrom my Hotel bar I saw a group of men.
They had small iron bars, rods, and knives and so on. I asked one of them
what was it all gbout. He said nothing skipper nothing. I did not attach
any importance however. I tock it simple. At that time M. Toolsie Per-

saud and his men were in my shop. I usually ~lree around 11.00 to 11.30. P e

)"‘f - -

Then I went to the door and tried to pull it in. Juséfhen there was a
bomb but it did not hit me it exploded on the door. Bottles were then
pelted.

COUNSEL: Were they emply bottles.

MR. LAM: Yes, they wero emphy.

4
L8

COUNSEL: fou closedthis bar, while the crowd started pelting bricks, stones
and bottles.

MR. LAM: Yes, then I heard them saying you have that man Toolsie in there
put him out and when he heard the remarks ke ran J@ the backyard of my
building. At thet time I peeped through my window in a small space and

I shouted seying that he had gone, but they would not believe me, and they

' wtarted pelting stones in the upstairs section and they broke the store and
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started  to- loot. . sent my son-inelaw to-the-police station.
__COUNSEL: -~ VWhat-is_ his namee-..
‘MR. LAM: His name is Richard Croft.- In a few mimutes the police were
theres - A Corporal and a few policemen came.on’ the spot, and they helped
‘me¢ to prevent the looting.- (ne of th_?'East Indian men at the backyard
""-came out. - On Sunday morning Mr. Hobbs and .a few other policemen came to
B\ premises and asked me to give-a statement. He asked me if I know the
" ‘persans'~ names. I said-I.do not want him to make any charges }in other
- words I would not call any names because I do not kxmow them., I had to
" rput that. in writing.e
I' COUNSEL: -~ Was your place damagzd subsequently on Monday morning,..
ER. LAM: No.sir I closed my window an&cjﬂ:TlLooting took place downstairs.
COUNSEL: On Monday you suffered any loss. _About how much?
MR. LaM: About 88,000-(eight thousand dollars) I kept my sales about
3300 {three hundred dollars)«
'COUNSEL: What about the loss ‘of your stocks..
- MR. LAM: It.is about $2,000 {twa thousand dollars) that included washing

“'machines. and other hig items such-as fridges, oil stoves, etc.

COUNSELs .May ‘I"ask you -one,question more Mr.Lams Was Banga Mary involved

" in the..looting? Weasihe aroupd that  place? --Did you .see him?

b "MR. LAM: Yes. He was there earlier. He was with me speaking before any
“incident occurred. He told me ‘to close my-shop. Then I did not close it,
"but instead he-closed.it himgelfs -
~COUNSEL: P;;Ld..you ses -any man ‘theres

MR. LAM: No I did not see any man there.

MR. SHAPHSRD: I understand you said that you did not want to make any

charges.

 MR. LAM: No I.did not make- any charges, because I was afraid and I refused
. B cﬁ:he names, .and generally L. lived. just th:re, and imagine} what

_wauld takenplage. I had to.give it.in writing.
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CEATRMME:—What 1s your name?
CHAIRMAN: You now live where?
S.P. SINGH: 1In Alexznder Village, lot 2 First Street.
CHAIRMAN: Formerly you lived where?
S.P. SINGH: At Mackenffe, Christianburg, 170 Silvertovm.
CHAIRMAN: #hat work you used to do?
S.P. SINGH: I was employed by Sprostons.
CHAIRMAN: What do you know of this incident?
The incident took place on Sunday.
CHAIRMAN: That was Sunday 24th?
S.P. SINGH: It was around 8.30 in the night.
CHAIRMAN: Yes, what happened?
S.P. SINGH: They started to spray gasolene vploiwm 4, me.
—A_ Y
CHAIRMAN:  thanpe?
S.P. SINGH: On the house.
CHAIRMAN: Hyw did you get to know that they wsre spraying gasolene?
S.P. SINGH: It was around 8.30 when I assumed that they were spraying
gasolene. ‘
CHAIRMAN;-JWh& did you assume?
S.P. SINGH: It was nine o'clocke. I had 4friend who was stopping at me
end the tenants upstairs openeé his backdoor, and .when he opened his back-
dror the gasolene hit himm and he shouted thare was firc at the back. I
Jumped up from my bed and went upstairs, where I saw two paﬂE; with gaso-
lene, and tﬂéysteps from the top to the bottom were soaked. The pans had
unlighted wicks. I went upstairs, took my foot and kicked the panksdown
the steps, took some water and washed the platform from the top right
down, and then weecticided +o kgap wake thp whale nisht A few yards away
a fellow by the name of Harry, who was a butcher, stood by his backdoor

for the whole night looking to see if we would go in back to sleep.

While he was looking, he felt te wi— -*f thut we were not sleeping, so
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three times he extinguished his light and signalled to the people who were
still awake. We stood there and watched him for the whole night, but he
was watching,aﬁ'us, so he did not do anything.

CHAIRMAN: Did anything happen that night?

S.P, SINGH: Nothing.

CHATRMAN: The next day?

3.P. SINGH: I left about 7,30 a.m. to go to work and I ordered my wife
to go to the station to make a report, then from there we went to the
wharf at Mackenzie. I was doing some repairs there for the boathouag.

I lighted the fire to heat some glue, and then I saw the fire at Wismar

-

Hill.
CHAIﬁﬁAN: Around what time would you say thatho e 7~
S.P.SINGH: Around 8 o'clock this firz started to blaze up the hill.
CHAIRMAN: Yes?
3.P. SINGH: Shortly after that I could not work anymore. I stood there
and was looking to see what else was happening. Shortly after then they
started to brick down Bjssoon's store from the opposite boatlanding.
CHATRMAN: Yes?
S.P. SINGH: Shortly after then we saw some fellows go upsteirs and then
they cémgmdown and disappsared. I stood there looking at the fire on the
hill, but all I could see was flames all around the hill. About eleven
o'clock I took a small boat and camecggék over.
CHATEMAN: Which boat?
S.P. SINGH: Sprostons' small boat. I remained there for the balance of
the day. .
CHAIRMAN: Remained where?
S.F. STNGH: At Sprostons whar{, Wismar. I was there hiding and looking.
. A% 2 p.m. they started to loot B;ssoon's stores.
CHATRMAN: TYes?

S.P. SINGH: After they finished looting Br. B ssoon's storeq, the e Lo og p =N
)

NglnniEﬁz;Eéxca.could be seen s>~

s —
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CHAJRMAN: Standing where?
4 wenT
S.P{ SINGH: «She Voluntear Force was standing on the premisss looting and
sharing’f: the crowd, but the crowd was so large that I did not know anyone.
Ll fras
They were crossing over to Mackenzie with the QuaminalBoat~ ‘fedrave a boat
service theres.
CHATRMAN: Is the boat named Quamina or the person who opsrates it?
S.P. SINGH: The person's name is Quamina. About half an hour later we
decided to borrow a boat,; and shortly after then we saw Bjssoon's bouse on
fire. Shortly afterwards then they were going around in circles,there wars
many of them/hundreds of them. until afterwards they decided to.go at one
D. Persaud's Rum Shop, and& I stood up and watchad as they were looting
Mr. Persaud's Rum Shop, and I could have seen the Volunteer Force boys
with vottles leseaning to their wouths drinking, and that distance was about
% mile from where I was standing I could see th: wharf from there, shortly
after I saw girls being shaken in the water and then taken on th%beach, I
also saw men going over them, I could have seen the men between their fest.
After that I do not know what happsned to them but the Volunteers were
standing around there. After thad—I saw two Indian boys pushed out in &
boat and two others jumé;d into the river, some of the men of the crowd
went behiﬁzﬁéhem with a boat but could not catch them bscause ths tide was
against them. The Indian boys were going towards the hospital. The crowd
of men fhat were going behind the Indian boys, seeing they couldn't make it
turned back and went to Wismar and started to put fire on Mr. Persaud's
building and a little afterwards they walked around and went to Mr. HekimTs
building andﬁ:et firefthars too. Now I was trying to get conveyance to go
for my wife and caald not, I then approached %ﬁi‘vblunteer Force because
the&,waregxyfzowds around, sad-thea I told them that my wif: was hiding
in the yard, ;nd they said they would go, I met them again about two hours
after and asked them if they found my wife and they said "man your wife

isn't there but your house was burnt since 8.00 this morning." I stood

there still waiting for my M-—- ' _ "Mrough to Wismar Police Station
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through the phone in ordar to gzt conveyance to go for my wife, when my

Manager got through he said no Police wers at the station. About two

o'clock Tuesday morning I met the soldiers and I lay my story to them

again,uéi that time I was at the Sprostons Wharf on the Wismar side, and

they said they would see what they could do for me. They didn't do any-

thing, and when I saw them again they said the%&ould take we to the

Police Station, and they took me there to the Police Station and there

I met Major Langham-e#e I told him that my wife is in the yard hiding,

he said "luok I feel that your wife has gone over to Mackenzie, and I

am sending you with ; guard , go over check at the Sports Club and if you

do not find her there ask the Officer to bring you back. %

CHAIRMAN: You checked, did you find your wife.

S.P. SINGH: No sir, I returned heek and met Mr. Langham he told me that

a woman with quite a few little children had just come in, so I must go

end check as I was going I saw my little girl casme runaning down the steps.

CHAIRMAN: Did you see your wife?

S.P. SINGH: Yes sir.

CHAIRMAN: Where was your wife during the day and what did ohe ell you?
el

S.P. SINGH: She isA}n the Poueroon River. Mr. Green took har and the
—— ew

children and hidé¢ her in the house. He beggzd her not to allow the

children to keep any noise and don't come out and let anybody ses you.
About 7 o'clock the crowd came in Mr. GreensHouse. They told Mr. Grecn
that he was hiding some pcople in his house. Mr. Green told tham no.‘

They told Mr. Green if they find out they are going to burn his housc.

’|*

They went away. My.wife had hidden some of the things in the yard and
Mr. Green told her to show him the things and h2 is going to keep it for
her.

_CHAIRMAN: Did you get those things back?

S.P. SINGH: No. Not unto now.

CHAIRMAN: You and your wife had gone to Mackenzie over the othsr side.

SaP+SINGH: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN: What is your loss? The house is your housc?
MR.SINGH: I am a tenant of Mr. Bacchus. My loss is about 3700 because
the furniture I made myself.

MR. SHEPHZRD: Your wife and children wers szved.

MR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. SHEPHERD: You said you saw some men soaking some under pants.,

BR. SINGH: Yes.,

MR. SHEPHZRD: Did you try to call the police?

MR. SINGH: My wife went to make a report that day. That was Monday

morning.

up
MR. SHEPHERD; The fire sprang/all around.
MR. SINGH: 7Yes.

MR. SHEPHARD: You saw the fire.

MR. SINGH: Yes

MR. SHEFHiIRD: Up the hill and on the other side.
MR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. SHEPHBRD: 7You saw a crowd going around,

MR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. SHEPHERD: fg% crowd of whom.

MR. SINGH: A crowd of men, women and children.
MR. SHEPHFRD: = I thought I heard you said they were Africans.
MR. SINGH: Yes they were Africans.

MR. SHEPHiRD: They were the same crowd?

MR. SINGH: No. Different crowds about 100 each. They wers making

-

noise and the place was in g confusion.

MR. SHSPHZRD:. The Police and Voluntesr Force had a lot to do with Tt~at

the time?
MR, SINGH: I did not se¢ any Voluntecr Force.

. SHEPHERD: Did you say you saw them drinking from bottles..

MR
MR. SINGH: Yes
MR

. SHEPHERD: From the " = Kw{ (RN &4 Jb Wt b \)°£'V*{f4
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MR. SINGH: Erem a + mile away I could have seen rather clearly.
M2, SHEPHSRD: What sort of bottles were they drinking from?
MR. SINGH: Black bottles. These bottles were coming from the shop.

MR. SHSPHASRD: From bottles that were looted from th: shop?

MR. SINGH: Yes

MR. SHEPHERD: How did you know these bottles were looted?

MR. SINGH: Because I saw them coming from the shop.

MR. SHZPHERD: You said at the bzach later during th: day you saw some

girls and men. They were raping the girls.

MR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. SHEPHERD: What time it was?

MR. SINGH-: Around 4 p.m.
MR.SHZPH3SRD: You were at Sprostons Wharf.
MR. SINGH: Myself and five others were hiding there.

0\,,’6—7 w<
MR. SHEPH:RD: How far these girlsgawme being raped?
Y

MR. SINGH: About 4 mile away .

MR. SHEPH-RD: %whal were these girls doing?

MR. SINGH: They werc calling for help.

MR. SHIPH.RD: There were five of you.

MR. SINGH: Yes.

Mr. SHiPH=RD: Did you try to interferc.

MR. SINGH: I could not.

MR. SHSPHIRD: You and four men could not help.

MR. SINGH: We could not help.

MB. SHZPHIRD: You said th:re were Volunteers — how many ware thers.

MR. SINGH: Roughly about 12 Voluntecrs, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Can you recognise them?

MR. SINGH: No. They were from Georgetown.

MR. SHEPH:RD: You said they went to Mackenzie.

MR. SINGH: Yes sir.

f ' .ware not from Meckenzie.



12.
19.11.64

¥

MRS. MOOTOO: You said that they were looting Bissoon's store, théy wers
sharing clothes. Who were they?
MR. SINGH: The looters.
MRS." MOOTOO: Then you said you were trying to get over to the River and
you asked the Voluntezrs to help you - What did they say?
MR. SINGH: They will sce, and they went away.
MRS. MOQTOO: You aSkij another set?
e~ 7
MR.SINGH: They Se&y they would see too.

PROF. DRAYTON: Mr. Singh at what time of the day was Bjssoon's store burnt?

MR. SINGH: Around .2 p.m.

PROF. DRAYTON: Were you at Sprostons at that period of time.

MR. SINGH: I was there until dusk. I did not go anywhere else. I was
Just hiding and looking.

PROF. DRAYTON: WVow far away is Bissoon's house?

MR. SINGH: About 50 yards awaye.

5.6 0
PROF. DRAYTON: I am not familiarj"ﬁox-; S Nue this houscs

MR. SINGH: It was two times the distance from those people across the

road. (M&NM A e Laman  Ocarotg T T

PROF, DBAYTON: Mr. Singh you said you saw people looting Mr. Bissoon’s

=

storé éf 2 p.m. in the day.

MR. SINGH: Yes, I saw people looting the store at that time.

MRS. MOOTOO: TYou said you saw the storc and Police Carter standing with
the crowd; you said in cross-examination you were not far from that place
and that the Volunteers were not from Mackenzie but from Georgetown. How
do youléﬁWJ that the Volunteer Force were not from Mackenzie?

MR. SINGH: I K-:ow most of them. I kmew them before I got employment =t
Sprostons. They were ..ving at Bacchus' home, and I know their nemes,

and they know me as Carpeater Singh.

PROF. DRAYTON% You confirm then that you did not seze the Voluntecrs

taking part in the looting of Mr. Bissoon's store.

MR. SINGH: Yes, >
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PROF. DRAYTON: Where is this shop? How far sway is it?

‘EL "“MR SING& This is about quarter or half mile away.

r?’E gwcbwﬁ b

DRAYTONN: N-w firstly - one thing Mr. Singh you said you saw girls

¢

% .aken in water. Were they only shaken or were they raped?

l 'MR.» MRS SINGH: Yes. Then they were shaken in the water and brought back to
" land and raped again.

—,tQ‘L = Vg bov—l-\
PROMDRAYTO'\I Was the stelllng

MR. SINGH : Yese

MR. MCDONALD: How many people comprised the crowd that was around the

girls thaet werc being shaken and raped?
MR. SINGH: . There werc about 100 (one hundred) of them, but they could

not get close to the river.

PROF'. DRAYTON: You said you saw this between the legs of the people.

MR. SINGH: TYes. I was in the line of the riverside, so I could have

seen the River vicw. ! .
PROF'. DRAYTON: gg you wor]a.(at Mackenzile side on thet morning -at 11

o'clock. Y¥ou crossed to Wismar. You came across with a small boat to

A —

’;Jismar%éo—work. What about that boat. 2
MR. SINGH: I tied and remained there all the time.
0 t was tied and remaine ers a mw & WL,{
PROF'. -DRAYTON: As regards the efforts that were made te—loczte—your—wifes
s AL
S~ ol
Do -think that it was/‘possible for you to get through to the Police
Station by telephone?
MRh 8INGH: Yes. =

Corndled
PROF. DRAYTON: Can you give a reasonSwhy they weuld not answer the

telephone?™
MR. -SINGH: T did not worry to wait for any statement,

PROF., DRAYTON: Did the Police simply refuse to answer the teslephone?

MR. SINGH: Yes, I suppose soO.
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